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Life on the

Gen ed
changes
coming Fall
2014

'out' side

BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

General education requirements
will soon experience a five-hour
reduction for students enrolling in
Fall 2014 and after.
The change was brought on by
the “WKU Colonnade Program,” a
new core curriculum that requires
39 hours of courses rather than the
current 44. It will not be mandatory for upperclassmen to convert
to the program, but they will have
the choice to change if it benefits
their track to graduation, especially
if they change their major.
The classes are to be taken
SEE EDUCATION PAGE A2

Gay students take
pride in sexuality
BY WHITNEY ALLEN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Winchester freshman Cody Cox came out of the closet when he was
a junior in high school. “I was excited to come to Western because
I got to have a clean slate to be who I wanted to be,” he said. “I felt
like I was wearing a straight mask before coming out. I now feel more
myself.” IAN MAULE/HERALD

In the early hours of the morning, Cody Cox sat
awake in bed contemplating his next move. Surrounded by his sleeping fraternity brothers, Cox
decided to listen to what one had told him earlier
that night.
In a Jan. 11 Facebook post, Cox, a Winchester
freshman, officially announced that he was gay.
“The time has come,” the post read. “It is time
that I have finally announced something to everyone. I am gay . . . This is not something that I can
say easily, but has become easier as I have grown
up. I do not mean to offend anyone at all, however
this is who I am.”
While Cox had already told many of his friends
and family members, he said those who found out
through Facebook were very supportive.
Initially, Cox had been hesitant to become open
about his sexuality in high school, but upon coming to WKU he decided he didn’t want to hide who
he was anymore.
“For the longest time I battled with that — during MASTER Plan especially,” he said.
In a meeting during MASTER Plan, Cox said a
lady asked everyone to stand up and reveal something the floor didn't know about them.
“I stood up and said I’m gay,” he said. “Literally every single person on my floor stood up and
cheered for me. I wasn’t expecting that. That’s one
of the highlights.”
Cox said the hardest part of coming to terms with
his sexuality personally was being open about it.
The path to self-acceptance became easier after
he told the first person.
Although Cox feels he can be open on campus,
he admits that there are times he feels uncomfortSEE SEXUALITY PAGE A3

Winter Term
promotes
retention
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Winter Term experienced an increase in enrollment this year with
a total of 2,139 students engaging in
online, travel and in-class courses.
Beth Laves, associate vice president of Extended Learning and
Outreach, said Winter Term allows
students a chance to raise their
GPA. It can also allow them to graduate faster than they would having
only taken classes during fall and
spring semesters.
“Winter Term gives students the
SEE WINTER PAGE A3

Diplomat-in-residence plans to use experience to aid students
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The upcoming diplomat-in-residence, Michael McClellan, plans to use
his numerous qualifications and experiences to bring a new form of international exposure to WKU.
McClellan began his work in Public
Diplomacy with the Foreign Service
during his doctoral studies at Indiana
University in 1984. His job was to raise
awareness and understanding of US
policy in a particular country by living
abroad, experiencing the culture.
He said that cultural involvement was
one of the greatest aspects of his work.

COLUMN

DRY CLEAN ONLY:
DRESS FOR
YOURSELF
PAGE B1

SGA

“I think the main thing is having a Sudan, witnessing transformations in
much greater understanding and ap- several countries.
preciation of international afWhile in Kosovo, the nation
fairs: working internationally,
was dealing with the aftermath
living internationally… really
of the Kosovo War and NATO
being able to get to know other
bombing campaign. He was in
cultures through their people
Iraq right after the fall of Sadand their politics and their hisdam Hussein, then again during
tory and issues,” McClellan
the withdrawal of US forces. His
said. “And to me that’s the best
final assignment was as deputy
part of this work — all of that
chief of mission, or the secondinternational exposure that you
in-command diplomat assigned
McClellan
get.”
to an embassy, in South Sudan
Sana’a, Yemen was McClellan’s first — two years after they established inassignment in 1985. He then made it to dependence.
Egypt, Russia, Serbia, Germany, KosoMcClellan said it was ultimately grativo, Ireland, Iraq, Ethiopia and South fying, but could be difficult and some-
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times dangerous. He was almost killed
twice.
“These were challenging and interesting assignments, very rewarding —
difficult — but rewarding,” he said.
In addition to the years of work in
the Foreign Service, McClellan has
also written a book. “Monasticism in
Egypt: Images and Words of the Desert Fathers” was published in 2011 and
focuses on Egyptian monasteries. His
second book, which focuses on Ireland
and Ethiopia, is still in progress.
Craig Cobane, executive director of
the Honors College, said McClellan has
a particular expertise in that he can
SEE DIPLOMAT PAGE A2
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT
throughout students’ college careers
and will be divided into three categories: Foundations, Explorations and
Connections. Each emphasizes different aspects of education that build
upon one another as students work to
graduation.
Larry Snyder, chair of the Colonnade
Program Task Force, said not much will
change. Most classes will remain in
general education, though some were
thrown out and others will be taught
differently. The largest revisions, however, are the categories.
“The new twist on this is the last cat-

DIPLOMAT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
give first-hand information that can
aid students in gaining international
opportunities.
“He can talk to students about what it
was like to live in Cairo or Moscow,” Cobane said. “He can give real-world, hands
on the ground, feet in the dirt experience.”
Growing up in and around Bowling

FEBRUARY 6, 2014
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egory. The Connections category is
an attempt to help students see how
things that they learn in core curriculum apply to majors and other issues
they’re discovering in upper level classes,” Snyder said.
Courses now have to prove to be beneficial in order to remain in general
education. Snyder said the Task Force
developed a set of Student Learning
Outcomes that requires each course to
assess and verify students are learning
the material.
Molly Dunkum, chair of the Colonnade Program Implementation Committee, said the hope is that the core
classes will compliment students’ majors and help associate the mandatory
courses with those in chosen fields.

“Instead of gen eds being something
you get out of the way the first couple
years of school, you now have a sort
of culminating experience your junior
and senior year,” she said.
The transition to a new general education program began in 2008. Snyder said
there were several contributing factors.
The last time WKU was reviewed by
the accrediting body Southern Association of Colleges (SACs), they said the
core curriculum needed improvement.
There were too many courses that did
not work together to build fundamental knowledge.
Snyder said the committee used a
curriculum model from the American
Association of Colleges and Universities, making WKU one out of 10 states

taking an initiative on the program.
“In many ways, we are on the cutting
edge of what’s happening with general
education nationally,” Snyder said.
The final step is execute the plan.
With the first ATP almost a month
away, Dunkum and the Implementation Committee have been working to
get courses and policies finalized, while
converting faculty, advisors and iCAP to
the program. Dunkum said there is a lot
that goes into a conversion such as this.
“It’s a big deal to get all this changed,
even though if you look at the plans
side-by-side, it’s the same course material... a big chunk of the courses are
the same,” she said. “It’s still much involved, lots and lots of details involved,
to get this thing changed over.”

Green, McClellan had to find experience and appreciation for the world
in his family and teachers. He said he
wants to be able to provide support for
students with international objectives.
“I wanted to come back and work
with students to help prepare them
better for international careers, and to
have a better idea of the many opportunities that are available to them internationally, especially those that want to
pursue a career in diplomacy,” he said.

Cobane said there are probably less
than 20 universities across the United
States that have a diplomat-in-residence.
“We’re getting a steal of a deal for
what he is bringing to WKU,” he said.
McClellan has been a diplomat-inresidence at the University of Michigan, where he supervised all universities in Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky
and in the Rocky Mountain region.
There, he was responsible for universities in Wyoming, Colorado and New

Mexico. His time at WKU, however, will
be solely spent with WKU.
He said he is excited to be a part of the
international initiative of WKU.
“It’s clear the university is pushing, in
a major way, to give the students there
a lot more international exposure and
opportunities,” McClellan said. “I want
students to be able to have a lot of that
same experience I’ve been blessed to
have, so I thought it was time to give
back in whatever way I could.”

WKUHERALD.COM
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Student-run social media business taking off
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Hangout Creative, a company owned
by two WKU graduates currently stationed in Innoplexx, the university’s
Student Business Accelerator, will soon
be moving to a new location.
Blake Blackburn, a 2012 WKU graduate, said Hangout Creative was founded in the summer of 2012 and will be
moving from Innoplexx to its own office building sometime in February.
He said he and his business partner,
2011 WKU graduate Joel Nivens, are the
company’s sole employees and take on
all necessary responsibilities.
“I pretty much wear every hat,” Blackburn said. “I’m the engineer, networker; I do it all.”
Blackburn said Hangout Creative
has a different approach than other
marketing companies that sell social
media, explaining that other companies emphasize “likes, comments
and shares” on social media websites.
Hangout Creative focuses more on the
sales side of the business.

WINTER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
opportunity to catch up on a missed
class, concentrate on one more challenging course or even get ahead in
their hours,” she said.
Laves said research has recently
shown that taking classes between
semesters promotes retention and
the ability to graduate within four
years due to continuing classwork
during breaks.
“Our research shows that Winter Term
promotes retention by bridging the gap
between semesters, which encourages
students to continue in the spring,” she
said.
Alicia Bingham, summer and winter
program coordinator, said students
take advantage of several opportunities
offered through Winter Term.
“If they dropped a class in the fall,
they can pick it up in the Winter Term,
so that can catch them up,” she said.
“It’s also a good way to get ahead.
Students can progress towards their
graduation faster and lighten their load
in the fall and spring, if they plan it out
correctly.”
A GPA drop during the semester has
led to several students saving their financial aid residuals in order to pick
up a class over the break, and taking
courses through study away or study
abroad has also created a greater interest in winter classes.
Bingham said travel study programs
have risen by almost fifty students, as
well as an increase in online courses,

“I feel that small business owners really need our product because these
new avenues of marketing, they’re underutilized or there’s not a lot of knowhow,” Blackburn said. “And I wanted to
be the business that understands and
that gives small business owners the
ability to be competitive in an expensive marketing field.”
Hangout Creative has over 25 clients
from Kentucky, southern Illinois, Indiana and Tennessee, including Nat’s
Outdoor Sports, the Medical Institute
of Kentucky, Overtime Sports Bar and
Grill and Hilligan’s.
Doug Rohrer, associate vice president
of Research and Development, said the
Student Business Accelerator is intended to help students who want to start
their own companies.
“We give them some help getting
started and they don’t pay rent,” he
said. “That’s where Hangout Creative
actually got started, as a student company that has shared space in a room
called the Innoplexx.”
Jeff Hook, director of the Small Business Accelerator said Innoplexx’s goal

giving students a convenient alternative to classes.
“I think it was that we offered the
courses that students seemed to need,”
she said.
Bingham said the enrollment increase
was caused by several factors, such as
winter programs marketed towards
freshmen and sophomores.
Bingham said it was important undergraduates were aware of winter programs.
“We wanted to get freshmen and
sophomores to at least know what Winter Term was,” she said. “That way they
could plan on it, and, actually, we saw
an increase in our freshmen and sophomore numbers.”
There are several improvements winter programs are preparing to make in
order to increase student success.
Laves said a concept committee
has been formed that includes Academic Affairs, Student Affairs, Campus Services, and faculty representatives.
Bingham said one goal is to bring
more students back on campus earlier than when spring semester begins.
“We have MASTER Plan in the fall,
but we don’t have anything like that
for students that start in the spring,
and we have quite a few students
that actually start in the spring,” she
said.
“We’re looking at ideas of increasing
engagement on campus before the
spring semester actually starts, since
we are out for so long.”

Crime report
•

Police served Dundee, Fl sophomore Richard Henderson a criminal summons for
theft by unlawful taking on Jan 4 in Grise
Hall.

Blake Blackburn, Hangout Creative founder

I feel that small business owners really need our
product because these new avenues of marketing,
they’re underutilized or there's not a lot of
knowhow.”
is to “foster and support student entrepreneurship.”
He said students can be a part of Innoplexx even after graduation.
“They (Hangout Creative) are engaged in the same way,” Hook said. “I
would say they’re more independent
in that they’re out in the marketplace,
they’re getting customers, they’re
spending more time executing their
business model than discussing their
business model with us internally.”
Nivens said Hangout Creative will
remain a part of Innoplexx despite the
change in location.
“We kind of feel like we’re a part of
them now,” he said. “And I don’t think

we’ll ever really leave that even though
we’ve both graduated.”
He said an incentive to stay connected to Innoplexx was the assistance the
program provides.
“We get guidance and help from Jeff
and from Doug and all those guys over
there,” he said. “They‘ve all done this.
They all know what the next step is.”
Nivens said Hangout Creative will
soon be pursuing a venture in Gulf
Shores and is also looking to expand
the company’s operations to Nashville.
“We’re kind of just looking to grow
now,” he said. “That’s our big next is
just growing into a bigger company.”

SEXUALITY

“(I) thought, ‘Okay, good, got that base
covered.’ Just the fact that there's a
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
group that exists on campus for stuff
like this, I think that says a lot.”
sports bar. But Cox thinks the best
Nuckols said her experience as a lesway to help others understand what bian on campus has been exceptionit's like to be gay are one-on-one talks. ally positive.
Kristi Branham, assistant professor
“I can only think of one instance
in Diversity and Community Studies, when something was said to me that
also takes the opportunity to speak I didn't entirely appreciate,” she said.
with people who don't agree with her
“I was walking to class one day . . .
lifestyle when the opportunity pres- and there were guys driving by, and
ents itself.
one of them leaned out of the window
“I’m an educator so I go and talk to and yelled 'go buy a strap on' really agthem,” she said. “I don’t want to fight gressively," she said, adding that she
and I definitely don’t want to live in a
laughed it off with a humorous retort.
way that I’m shaking my fist at people
Cox said when he first came to colas they go by or nurturing that kind of
lege he expected to be welcomed by
antagonism.”
a liberal and accepting campus comBranham says that she tries to be as
munity. He said he soon discovered
open about her sexuality as possible
everyone had their own
for her students because
opinions.
she believes it is helpful
He considered transferfor them to see someone
ring
at the end of this sewho is fearless about her
mester
to a more liberal
sexuality.
campus but decided to
Having mentored several students throughout In My Skin is a weekly fea- stay because he wanted
ture series that looks to tell
the years that have strug- the stories of diverse stu- to be a part of making it
gled with their sexuality dent populations at WKU more acceptable to be
gay here at WKU.
or gender, Branham said
“I’m glad that at 18 I’m
she admires the students
who are brave enough to be open pursuing to be this leader for the gay
community so that way more and
about who they are.
“It’s a challenge,” she said. “It's dif- more people can feel free to be who
ficult to keep going when you’re walk- they are, especially here because it
ing into the student building and isn’t easy at times," he said "You just
someone is calling you a faggot in got to be you."
Cox hopes the student body won't
front of everybody else.”
Fort Knox junior Anna Nuckols said judge a book by its cover.
“When somebody sees me, when
she first realized she was a lesbian in
high school, and was out to her fam- they first look at me, they might not
ily and peers by the time she came get that first thought that I’m gay,” he
to WKU. Before making the move to said. “Then they might hear my voice
Bowling Green, however, Nuckols said and think differently.”
“Then they might hear my story and
she did some research.
“Before I decided to come to West- understand ‘God, that kid has gone
ern, I googled . . . to see if Western had through hell and back and so have I,”
a ‘gay kids club’ basically, and found he continued. “He’s no different than
Student Identity Outreach,” she said. me. He’s a human.’”

IN MY

SKIN
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A welcome back from SGA president
BYKEYANA BOKA
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

the classroom.
I encourage you to take an active part in student life. The Hilltopper experience provides many
opportunities for you to connect
academically, socially, and culturally.
As a member of the student
body, SGA is committed to representing and serving you. The
decisions made within SGA
have a significant impact on
university policy and issues that
affect current as well as future
students.
If you have an issue or concern that needs to be addressed,
please feel free to contact me directly.
SGA meetings resume this
week. The Student Government
Association offers many student
services, including scholarships,

Dear Hilltoppers:
On behalf of the Student Government Association, I am honored to welcome you back to the
Hill! If this is your first term at
WKU, congratulations and welcome to the Hilltopper family.
As we move through the second
week of the semester, I wish all students, faculty and staff the best this
year.
Your time in college is more
than just learning; it is about
experiencing. As I reflect on my
past three years on the Hill, I realize that some of my most enriching academic experiences
and fondest memories were
from what I learned outside of

Tops &
Bottoms

organizational aid, free Scantrons,
Safe Ride and many more. Services
are listed on our website, www.
wku.edu/sga.
All students are invited to attend the Student Government Association meetings which are on
Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. in Cravens
Library Room 111, or stop by the
SGA office during office hours in
Cravens 013.
We hold fall and spring semester elections. Contact the
SGA office (sga@wku.edu or
745-4354) to learn about how
you can apply for one of our
many positions.
I look forward to talking with
you.
As always, Go Tops!
Keyana Boka
Student Body President and
Student Regent

TOPS to the Polar
Vortex passing

BOTTOMS to the
regional campuses
being closed and
the main campus
not
TOPS to the five
game wining streak

BOTTOMS to us
probably jinxing it

THE REMOTE

The spell of American Horror Story
BY RYAN PAIT
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

PAIT
Columnist

With the end of “Coven,” FX’s hit “American Horror Story” has
now completed three
seasons. The show is
billed as an “anthology series,” meaning
that each season introduces a new cast of
characters, a new time
period and a new loca-

tion.
While those elements may shift
every season, one part is consistent:
“American Horror Story” is always
a wild ride. Combining chills, thrills
and even laughs, the show has carved
out a niche as the funniest little horror
show on TV.
So what makes it work so well?
How does a show that literally hits the
reset button every season maintain its
effectiveness?
For one thing, it’s actually scary.
The three seasons (subtitled as
“Murder House,” “Asylum” and “Co-

ven”) all tap into and play on common fears.
“Murder House” features the enigmatic Rubber Man, a bevy of ghosts,
demon spawn and probably most
horrifying of all, a violent home invasion.
“Asylum” has an unsettling setting
— a corrupt 1960s mental institution
— and also features demonic possession, alien invasion, amputation and
a very nasty Santa.
“Coven,” the most whimsical entry
in the series, takes a lighter tone, but
still showcases the titular horrors. Eye
gouging, voodoo, reanimation and
twisted body mortification all play a
part in the season’s plot.
Some have criticized the everything but the kitchen sink approach
that “American Horror Story” often
takes in terms of horror, but it’s hard
to deny its effect.
By packing in the scares from start
to end and by taking them seriously,
“American Horror Story” asserts itself
as a unique offering in the ever-diversifying TV landscape.
Besides its plethora of scares,

“American Horror Story” also works
because it’s devilishly funny.
All three seasons exhibit the show’s
signature “campy horror” tone, artfully blending the horrifically dark with
the darkly comedic.
“Murder House” featured a pack
of darkly hilarious ghosts that
rolled in and out of the main characters’ lives. “Asylum” featured a
demonic nun who didn’t take crap
from anybody and a terrific rendition of popular 60s song “The
Name Game.”
“Coven” is easily the funniest
season so far, featuring scene-stealing performances from Gabourey
Sidibe and Emma Roberts. Hilarious but deep turns from Kathy
Bates and Angela Bassett as women
caught up in the throes of centuries-old racism only added to the
comedy of “Coven.”
By combining dark comedy with
dark themes, “American Horror Story” is able to keep itself from becoming too much of a downer.
Read the rest of my column online!
at wkuherald.com

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL

@mmhmmayaaaa: WKU is now
a pool, but hey...we still have
to walk to classes tomorrow
morning #cool
— Sent 5:55 PM / 4 Feb 14

@mikehall_22: Godknows#WKU
isn't canceling class tomorrow
so I'm going to invest in some
ice skates and skate my way to
class in the morning.
— Sent 6:10 PM / 4 Feb 14

@miketincherr: At what meeting was #WKU like "we're on
a huge hill where rivers roll
when it rains. We don't need a
draining system."
— Sent 5:23 PM/ 4 Feb 14

COMIC

@madisonILkeller: Even #wku
knows I'm single because I just
got an email saying there's
an activity for all the singles...
#patheticlife
— Sent 12:22 PM/ 4 Feb 14

@dhudson012: If WKU had a
heart at all they'd cancel class
with all this rain. I don't think
they offer boat parking on
their campus.
— Sent 4:49 PM PM/ 4 Feb 14
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
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The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

FOR RENT
Grande Haven Villas
Newly constructed one and two bedroom luxury apts.
Great location off Campbell Lane on Industrial Dr.
Spacious floorplans. Close to WKU Shuttle.
Ask about our move-in Specials!
Crye-Leike Property Management:
(270) 781-7888

HELP WANTED
WaterWorks Auto Wash
is now hiring part-time help.
Apply in-store at 763 Bakersfield Way or call
(270) 393-9904.
Cheetah Clean Auto Wash
is looking for administration/marketing/assistant/runner.
Flexible hours. Apply online at cheetahclean.com
941 31W Bypass | (270) 842-0286

A SUMMER JOB AT KENTUCKY 4-H CAMPS:

Positions are available as Camp Manager; HCP
(Health Care Provider/EMT); lifeguards; and instructors for
swimming, canoeing, nature, recreation, rifle, archery
and high/low ropes. Internships are
available. Deadline for application is
March 7th. For more information, visit our website at
http://4-h.ca.uky.edu/camp/employment
and apply online at UK Jobs at
www. uky.edu/hr/employment

Place a classiﬁed
ad in the Herald
LINE CLASSIFIEDS
start at $6 per issue

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS

ACROSS
1 “How __ Your Mother”
5 “House Party” host
Linkletter
8 “__ Gun – Will Travel”
9 Diamonds and clubs
12Carried
13 __ Planet; network that
broadcasts “River Monsters”
14 __ out; chooses not to
participate
15 “The __ Campbell
Goodtime Hour”
16 “What I Like About __”
18 Bit of soot
19 “My __ Lady”; Audrey
Hepburn musical
20 Dinner in the sty
21 Actor __ Janningz
23 Small stores
24 “The Good __”
25 Mix with a wooden spoon
26 “The Man from __”
28 Actor __ Azaria
29 Actress Patricia __
30 Oscar winner for her role
in “Moonstruck”
32 “__ Always Sunny in
Philadelphia”
35 Cries from a flu shot clinic
36 Wilma Flintstone’s man
37 Make a tiny cut
38 More mysterious
40 Josh Duhamel’s role on
“Las Vegas”
41 “__ Hope”; old daytime
serial
42 Neighbor of California:
abbr.
43 “Are We There __?”
44 Late Motown singer
Marvin __
DOWN
1 Family restaurants
2 Role on “Chicago Fire”

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

3 Arden and Plumb
4 Role on “The Mary Tyler
Moore Show”
5 Actor Edward __
6 Spoil
7 Conway or Russert
10 Actor on “Chicago Fire”
11 “__ John B”; Beach Boys
hit
12 “A View __ Kill”; James
Bond film
13 MacGraw or Larter
15 Storm or Gordon
17 FedEx competitor
19 Barney __; role for Don
Knotts
20 Part of the lower leg
22 Run-of-the-__; ordinary

23“__ Trek: Voyager”
25 Get rid of
26 Family card game
27 More recently purchased
30 “Falcon __”
31 “Death Becomes __”;
Meryl Streep movie
33 Slight coloring
34 “I __”; Cosby/Culp series
36 Fran __; role on “The
Nanny”
37 Actress Gilbert
39 “Rachael __”
40 “__ the Bounty Hunter”

start at $7.25 per issue

SUDOKU PROBLEMS
Email advertising@wkuherald.com
for more information.
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
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Google Play
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Kai Welsh plays the piano with his band, The Wu-Force, as part of the WKU Cultural Enhancement Series at WKU's Van Meter Hall on Tuesda night. The Appalachian-Chinese avant-folk trio, which features Welsh, Abigail Washburn and Wu Fei, provided audiences a setlist that included songs sung in both English and Chinese.

In full

FORCE
By Brian Powers

The WuForce
serenades
the crowd
with a blend
of familiar
melodies
and eclectic Eastern
chords. “I
thought I
was going to
be a lawyer
because
that was
practical,”
Washburn
said. “And
I'm playing
banjo in a
weird, kungfu Appalachian indie
folk rock
band.”

The Wu-Force kicks off the
spring edition of the Cultural
Enhancement Series with a
performance in Van Meter.

Welsh demonstrates his trumpeting skills as Washburn and Fei provide a gradual crescendo of accompanying sounds. The Wu Force member also played piano
and guitar.
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CULTURE

CLASH
Wu Fei plays the guzheng with her band, Wu Force, as part of the WKU Cultural Enhancement Series at WKU's Van
Meter Hall on Tuesday night. “The history of the guzheng is about 2500 years (old),” Fei said. “Anything that’s less
than a thousand years we think is young.” BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Wu Force fuses sounds of China and the U.S.
BY AARON MUDD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Students, faculty and small children snapped their fingers and
sang along to the rhythms of the
Wu-Force Tuesday night. The performance featured costume changes, instrumental harmonies and
bilingual lyrics sung in English and
Chinese.
“It was awesome,” Katie Roberts, a Bowling Green sophomore,
said. “A lot of my friends wanted to
come.”
Ke Peng, a Chinese professor in
the Department of Modern Languages, helped introduce the WuForce.
“Their music help us see a world
without barriers,” Ke said. “A world
with ultimate possibilities.”
The Wu-Force featured Kai
Welch, Wu Fei and Abigail Washburn.
Washburn, who sang and played

Abigail Washburn, member of Wu Force

I thought I was gonna be a lawyer, cause that was
practical, and I'm playing banjo in a weird kungfu Appalachian indie folk rock band.”
the banjo, thanked the audience
for coming despite the cold rainy
weather.
“Thank you for being absolute
heroes of the weather,” Washburn
said. “I can’t believe you’re here!”
Many songs featured lyrics in
English and Chinese. For one,
Welch sang and strummed his
acoustic guitar as Wu played her
guzheng and Washburn picked her
banjo. Welch sang lyrics in English,
while Wu and Washburn sang back
in Chinese.
Washburn introduced Welch
as a guy who was conceived in a
teepee, raised in a cabin and “ran
SEE WU FORCE PAGE B2

around naked until he was at least
five,” and said Wu played the guzheng like a wild woman.
Washburn also talked about her
own suburban background.
“I thought I was gonna be a lawyer, cause that was practical,” she
said. “And I’m playing banjo in a
weird kung-fu Appalachian indie
folk rock band.”
One song, called “Swallow
Bridge,” told the Chinese story of
a daughter of heaven who fell in
love with a sheepherder. However,
the father of the daughter wanted
to keep the two separate. So all the
swallows made a bridge between

THE REEL

An actor with a
stellar portfolio
gone too soon

BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

With the memory of Paul Walker’s tragic demise barely erased
from our memories, it seems impossible for the Reaper to come
knocking again so soon.
On Sunday morning, Oscar-winning actor Philip Seymour Hoffman
was found dead inside his Greenwich Village apartment. He was 46.
Throughout his life, Hoffman
struggled with drug abuse. He
checked himself into rehab for a
heroin addiction last May.
This makes the fact that Hoffman’s friend and colleague, David
Bar Katz, found his body with a
needle in his arm and an envelope
full of heroin nearby all the more
abhorrent.
Did the gravity of Hoffman’s
work weigh a bit too much on him?
It’s no secret that the actor has
pursued some of the most ambitious roles in the history of film and
the stage.
He won an Oscar for his role in
“Capote,” in which he portrayed
the titular author with eccentricity and poise. For a guy with such a
deep voice, Hoffman nailed Truman
Capote’s nasally, high-pitched drawl.
In 2010, he starred as Willy Loman
in the Broadway revival of Arthur
Miller’s “Death of a Salesman." The
production, directed by Mike Nichols, drew mixed reviews, but Hoffman
was nominated for a Tony award.
I remember Hoffman most notably for his wide range of film work.
The man was a chameleon, adding
depth and complexity to every role
from a brooding international terrorist in “Mission: Impossible III,”
to the manager of the Oakland A’s
baseball team in “Moneyball” to
a charismatic cult leader in “The
Master."
Most recently, Hoffman proved
a welcome addition to the “Hunger Games” franchise as Plutarch
Heavensbee, the Capitol’s new
Head Gamemaker. I saw on Twitter
recently that Lionsgate has no plans
to recast the role for the upcoming
“Mockingjay” sequels.
Part 1 is finished and will be released this coming Thanksgiving.
Part 2 is currently filming in anticipation of a Thanksgiving 2015
release, but for now it is unclear if
production will halt in the wake of
Hoffman’s death.
He still has two other projects on
the way this year – the Sundance
SEE REEL PAGE B2

DRY CLEAN ONLY

Women should embrace their own style
BY KAE HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

F

ashion, for both men and
women, gives a unique opportunity for a person to express themselves completely. It
creates a piece of living artwork. Literally. Fabrics draped and stitched
in a variety of methods blanket the
one true living canvas: you.
In this column, I hope to enhance that artwork by introducing
and exploring new trends, offering
suggestions to enhance style and
providing commentary on the hot
topic issues of the fashion industry.
Starting… now.
A huge internet trend has been circulating through the blogosphere at
the start of this new year. That trend
being lists, compiled and edited by
several online news sources, documenting clothes, shoes, etc., that
women love and men, well, hate.

Excuse me, but what? This is a
real thing? Sadly, yes. The new year
has started off with women being
told that things they wear, things
they may love, don’t appeal to a general, broad group of men polled for
these articles.
The lists have included, but are
not limited to, peplum anything,
beanies, wedge sneakers, floppy
hats, open side shirts, bright lipstick,
heavy eye makeup, pointy toes, fake
nails, high waisted jeans and skirts,
fold over ankle boots, ultra high
heels, pantsuits, gladiator sandals,
drop-crotch pants, hair bows, bangles, oversized sweaters, “mullet”
dresses (also known as high-low
dresses) and shoulder pads. Basically, half of what is in your make up
drawer and closet.
Even websites like the Huffington
Post have fallen guilty of this atrocity, including a video with their post,
SEE FASHION PAGE B2

Columnist Kae Holloway introduces her weekly fashion column. The column will appear
on Thursdays, discussing trends, giving style tips and commenting on fashion faux pas.
Dress: Asos; Shoes: Forever 21 DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD
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Confucius Institute excited
for upcoming Spring gala
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU’s Confucius Institute’s upcoming Spring Festival Gala prepares to astound the Bowling Green community
with student performers from Hangzhou Normal University.
The gala, a mixture of traditional
dance and music, will take place Saturday at 6:30 p.m. in Van Meter Hall. Admission is free and open to the public.
Betty Yu, associate director of educational outreach for the Confucius Institute, said they have been preparing for
the event all year and are extremely excited, especially since the gala doubles
as celebration of the Chinese New Year.
“I believe it gives students a chance
to experience Chinese culture,” she
said. “There’s a variety of talent that
exists, and it’s great for students to see
that. We are happy to share the event
with the students of Bowling Green.”
Founded in 1908, Hangzhou Normal
University offers a wide range of degrees for students, boasting a population of nearly 23,000 full-time students,
according to the university website.
WKU is one of four stops for the
student troupe’s tour. After the gala,
they will visit University of Memphis,
Middle Tennessee State University and
University of Tennessee-Knoxville.
Lawrenceburg junior Jessica Brumley

THE REEL
CONTINUED FROM LIFE
darling “God’s Pocket” in which Hoffman will play the lead role of a man trying to cover-up the accidental death of
his stepson. The other is Anton Corbijn’s international thriller “A Most Wanted Man," about an illegal immigrant to
Hamburg, Germany who gets caught

FASHION
CONTINUED FROM LIFE
interviewing Marc Lamont Hill, a
“women’s fashion expert,” on why men
just hate these trends.
Granted, none of these videos and
articles are directly saying “Hey, you in
the peplum, don’t wear that if you want
a man,” but in some cases it is heavily
implied. Especially when said expert
says outright that peplum looks “ridiculous,” claiming they make women
look pregnant.
Basically, I am an individual, and I
will wear what I wear, when I want to
wear it. And so will everyone else.
Wear what you want to wear. Wear
what makes you feel confident and
beautiful, because if you feel that way
in your clothes, it won’t matter what

WU FORCE
CONTINUED FROM LIFE

heaven and earth to connect the two,
Washburn said.
Wu, who previously went backstage,
emerged in a white dress and sang
while gently waving a fan.
Wu amused the audience again with
another costume change to play the part
of a bearded old man in a song about a
rural girl who travels to Shanghai.
Later, the band invited the audience
to sing along with a song called WuForce, a song about the meaning of the
band’s name.
“Wu can mean a lot of things in Chinese,” Washburn said. “But in this song

Jessica Brumley, junior

College is the time to
understand the world
around you and the
gala is an excellent
opportunity for that.”
will be one of the emcees for the event.
After spending two summers in
China with the Confucius Institute, she
said she’s interested in seeing Chinese
students visiting America.
“It’s really nice to see this cross-cultural sharing,” she said.
Cultural events on campus, such as
the gala, help students overcome stereotypes and expand their boundaries,
Brumley said.
“China and Eastern culture is something a lot of Americans don’t know
much about,” she said. “When I say
that I speak Chinese and travel to China, people look at me strange, but if I
said I spoke French and visited France,
I wouldn’t get that reaction. College
is the time to understand the world
around you and the gala is an excellent
opportunity for that.”

up in the war on terror.
It’s difficult to pick a favorite of Hoffman’s performances because he always
seems to lose himself in each character.
No matter who or what he portrays, he
consistently becomes his subject.
He can be funny, somber, angry, laid
back, morose or joyous. Few, if any, actors working today can pull this off like
Hoffman can, and the industry will certainly be worse off without him.

you’re wearing. Your inner confidence
will radiate.
One could even rock a potato sack
with as much style and grace as Audrey Hepburn did in her little black
Givenchy dress if they do it with confidence.
Girls, wear your peplum, wear your
sneaker wedges and rock your gladiators. Honestly, pair your peplum
with your sneaker wedges, stack on
some bangles and wear the brightest
lipstick you can. Well… don’t really
do that, but you get where I’m going
with this.
Wear what makes your inner personality shine, and don’t let the ideas
of anyone else, guy or girl, tell you what
you can’t wear. If you can achieve that,
it won’t matter what you’re wearing.
People will take notice.

it means the nothing that means the
potential for everything.”
The song was a rare one that the WuForce had performed only twice, Welch
said.
Wu-Force ended its performance
with a song called Ya Li Da which means
big pressure or big pair, depending on
how it’s pronounced.
After the performance Ke Peng explained her reaction to the trio.
“It’s very smart. It’s atypical,” Ke said.
“It’s simple but you get the idea.”
Washburn said that she wants to
leave the performance with a perspective.
“Think about the possibility of new
combinations,” Washburn said.

Download
the
WKUHERALD
app on
iTunes and
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Alumni granted right to argue in Supreme Court
BY ALLYSON BEASECKER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
A framed WKU diploma
hangs on an office wall in the
Warren County Justice Center.
A wooden desk strewn with
manila folders and crisp white
papers rests in the center of
the room. Behind it sits Warren County Attorney, Amy Milliken.
Milliken was granted one
of the highest honors for a
lawyer the opportunity to argue in front of the Supreme
Court.
“I could never imagine it,”
Milliken said. “Its beyond my
wildest dreams.”
Milliken stood amongst
the nine Supreme Court jus-

tices in Washington D.C. and
Milliken graduated from
was officially sworn in to WKU in 1993 and attended
present cases before the high Northwestern
University
court on Jan 22. She was one School of Law. After law
of 11 lawyers to take the oath school, she returned to Bowling Green to work for
and the only from Kenthe county. In 2004,
tucky.
She recalls absolute
she was sworn in as
the first female counsilence in the room as
she took the oath and
ty attorney in Warren
County.
struggled to contain
her excitement when
Her desire to see
Warren County flourshe saw Sandra Day
ish is a primary goal of
O’Connor sitting a
Milliken
her career.
short distance away.
“I want to see WarMilliken
graduated from Warren East High ren County grow and thrive,”
School and started at WKU in Milliken said. “I want to have a
1989 where she studied politi- lasting, positive impact.”
From job growth to develcal science and criminology.
She said she always knew she oping new roads and providing support in the schools, the
wanted to become a lawyer.

Rick DuBose, Alumni Association executive director

It speaks highly of Amy's abilities, first of all,
but we hope it is also a statement about the
quality of eduation one receives at WKU.”
mother of three has a role in
nearly every aspect of Warren
County
Rick DuBose, Alumni Association executive director,
said Milliken is a dedicated
Alumni Association board
member.
“It speaks highly of Amy's
abilities, first of all, but we
hope it is also a statement
about the quality of education one receives at WKU,"

he said.
“It is a high honor to earn
the right to argue cases before
the highest court in the land,
and her success certainly will
shine a bright light on the University.”
On her trip to take the oath,
Milliken brought with her a red
towel with WKU embroidered
in big white letters.
“I’m so proud to be a Hilltopper,” Milliken said

SGA reconvenes, discusses state budget cut possibilites
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association held their first meeting of the
spring semester Tuesday night.
SGA President Keyana Boka said she
talked to dining services about 24-hour
dining for students. WKU Restaurant
and Catering Group is currently looking at different options, especially Einstein’s Bagels, because of its location in
a 24-hour study area.
Boka announced SGA will be planning a trip to Frankfort called “Rally
for Retention” in response to WKU's
$1.8 million dollar budget cut. The rally
will include speeches and one-on-one
meetings with legislators to discuss the
cuts.

Executive Vice President Mark
Reeves outlined a two year budget the
state government is voting on and the
importance of student involvement in
the process. Reeves said WKU is not
in a good environment fiscally and we
need to pay attention to that.
“As SGA, we need to be on our toes
because there are going to be some
tough budget cuts,” Reeves said.
The body devised a proposal meant
to revise the process by which students
changed their majors. SGA will review
it and vote on the change-of-major advising process next week.
The modifications include providing
students a window of time to change
their majors and have it approved by
their advisor. The other aspect of the
proposal would compel students with

up to 30 hours credit hours who are
seeking an associate degree to officially
declare a major before registering for
their next term. For undergraduate students, the cap would be 60 hours.
“Students are better retained if they
have declared a major earlier on,” Boka
said.
SGA nominated and voted Student
Affairs committee chair Nolan Miles as
a candidate for Coming Home King.
SGA Senator Cain Alvey encouraged
participation in a university senate
committee. Alvey said there should be
a bigger voice from students on the student policy handbook.
There were five resignations last semester. The legislative research committee chair and public relations chair
were two of the five seats left vacant.

Mark Reeves, SGA Vice President

As SGA, we need to be on
our toes because there are
going to be budget cuts.”
One bill was read and approved after
SGA suspended its bylaws.
The bill, Bill 1-14-S, will allocate
$500 to the 2014 Healthy Days 13th annual Student Health Fair. The event will
host vendors and activities promoting
better student health. It will be held on
Feb. 26.
Boka said she thought the first meeting of the new semester went well.
“I think our meeting was very productive,” Boka said.

Mohamed Nafhan Abdul Rauf Nisthar • Adele Gotfrid • Kelsey Greer • Kacie Gregory•Aubrey Nelson • Kyle Neumann • Lindsey Neutz • Gina
Adams • Sydney Adams • Lauren Addison •
Grensing • Emelia Griffin • MarShaye Griffin • Newberry • Huyen Nguyen • Kathryn Noonan
Kaitlyn Adkisson • Sandra Akachukwu • Marisa Jenny Grimes • Crystal Hacker • Zachary Hall • • Valerie Noriega • Melissa O’Reilly • Joanna
Albensoeder • Hussain Alharethi Chrissy Allison Haralson • Kristen Hardesty • Brittany Obied • Lauren Osbourne • Mary Overbay
Allen • Laura Allen Rawan • Alshahri Shahad Harper • Emily Harper • Tia Hawkins • Cheyenne • Anna Paschall • Lisa Payne • Kristin Pedley •
Altabie • Casey Anderson • Brianna Armer • Heberly • Shawna Hempfling • Lauren Alejandro Perez • Deborah Pitt • Josie Plummer •
Katelyn Armstrong • Kayla Arnold • Micaela Henderson • Misty Hendrix • Zahjona Henry • Stacee Pope • Lindsay Poynor • Frankie Poynter
Atwell Lauren • Avritt Kimberly Ayer • Sierra Megan Hewitt • Sarah Hicks • Kaitlyn Hiebert • • Sara Prewitt • Kelsey Price • Yesenia Quintana
Bailey • Kayla Balls • Jobeth Barrios • Chiroy Logan Hines Jacqueline Hirschauer • Sydney • Kacie Raley •Kylie Ramsey • Kelsey Reece •
Madeline Baumgartner • Emily Belwood • Kasey Hollars • Montana Holmberg • Ashley Honican Donna Reed • Alexander Reynolds • Jazmin
Bilancini • Katherine Block • Leiha Bohannon • Caleb Howard • Kristen Huffman • Tracie Reynolds • Lauren Rice •
• Kayla Bradfield • Kendra Brandenstein • Julia Hughes • Jackson Humphrey • Jeanne Hunt • Jessie Riddle • Allen Riffle • Gabrielle
Bray Elizabeth Bren • Kandra Brooks • Sharon Tara Jackson • Holly Jenkins • Julianna Jenks • Ringenberg • Leyna Ritter • DeAnna Roberts •
Brooks • Charlotte Brown • Megan Bruner • Brittany Johnson • Lindsey Johnson • Grethel Hannah Roberts • Kacey Roby • Megan Rogers •
Leslie Burch • Randi Burke • Ramona Burris • Jones • Jacob Jones • Sydney Jones • Tabitha Crystal Rone • Cheyenne Rudy • Joanna
Leah Cannady • Katie Cantu • Rebekah Carrier Jones • Dzenana Kadric • Payton Kalb • Lauren Sanchez • Tolentino Alexa Sanders •
David
Saturley
• Michael Chambliss
• Rebecca Schroeder
• Leanne Chattoo •
Michael Clark • Sarah
• Emily
Shaneyfelt •
Clark •
Tara
Clark
Cassie Sharp • Thomas
• Matthew
Clawson
Shifflett •
Kelsey
•
Elena
Clayton
Shimanek
• Jessica
• Cory Clemmons •
Shrumv • Jessica Sierra
Hannah
Clemmons
Dominguez • Sarah
• Grace Cockrum •
Simrall
• Heather
Skaggs •
Amanda
Jared Coffell • Sydney
Colburn • Kaitlyn Colby
The following are freshmen or transfer students whose first semester was the Smith • Taylur Smith •
Meagan
Spain •
• Melissa Cole • Perri
Fall
of
2013
and
who
earned
a
3.4
or
higher
GPA
in
the
Fall
semester.
Shelby Spalding • Holly
Collier • Jessica Colwell
Spradlin • Alexandria
• David Comeford •
Kirsten Conkin • Chelsea Well done from the CHHS Dean’s Office and the Academic Staples • Kristen Steele
• India Steward • Sherrie
Conner • Ashley Cooper
Center for Excellence. Keep up the good work!
Stinnett
• Hannah
• Angela Copas • Sydney
Stone • Jessica Strange
Cottrell • Samantha
Coyle • Ainsley Crawford • Maranda Crawford Keele • Keagan Keen • Tylor Kelly • Jessica • Ally Sulzer • Justin Swails • Hilary Sweeney •
• Alexis Crews •Amy Cummings • Jeannette Keylor • Alyssa Kintner • Miranda Kittinger • Meredith Tade • Nicole Tafoya • Rhyan Tallent •
Dabit • Hunter Daniels • Lynnsey Dauer • Marieh Hayley Knifley • Samantha Kroger • Hannah Calvion Tandy • Rebecca Thigpen • Jared
Davies • Mary Davis • Samantha Delomas • Lake • Sarah Lankford • Kayla LaRue • Ashley Tichacek • Elizabeth Tinsley • Cache Tomlinson
Whitney Demarcus • Kimberly Devine • Hannah Latham • Jessica Lawson •Nick Lawson • Rachel • Adam Townsend • Madison Trent •Brandon
Diehl • Angela Donelson • Samuel Doran • Leachman • Tanner Leigh • Rachel Lindow Tucker • Brianna Tucker • Kara Turner • Leah
Alana Dowell • Jacqueline Doyle • Christian • Brandy Lindsey • Caitlyn Logsdon • Alexandra VanMeter • Josue Vasquez • Christopher Vessels
Drake • Kennedy Duvall • Kylie Eastin • Kylie Lonnemann • Dana Lucas • Callie Lusk • Malorie • David Vincent • Kara Waggoner • Tiffany
Ellis • Nanci Escobar • Andrea Ewen • Lindsey Mann • Anna Marks • Brittany Martin • Kayla Waltrip • Kaitlin Ward • Paige Ward • Kayla
Fackler • Alivia Faris • Angella Farmer • Sierra Masden • Katelynn Mayes • Allison McCutchen Ware • Tara Warf • Abigail Watkins • Jordan
Fields • Olivia Fitzgerald • Megan Fitzhugh • • Christopher Mcknight • Chandler McPherson Webb • Meghan Welle • Tamala Wellman • Joyce
Abby Flynn • Keevin Foree • Kassi Franks • Caleb • Kayleigh McQuerry•Hayley Middleton • Wells • Miranda Wells • Sabrina Wetzel • Kaleb
Friedmann • Tina Fulkerson • Katie Gamble • Caroline Milam • Jordan Milby • Jake Mitchell • Whitaker • Christopher Whitehurst • Ashley
Kristen Garmon • Sarah Garrett • Audrey Garris Erin Moe • Cameron Moore • Justine Moore • Whitfill • Blane Willcut • Nicky Williams • Rachel
• Seth Gary • Lindsay Gay • Katelyn Gehlhausen • Melissa Moore • Lynda Mosby • Michael Williams • Ramsey Williams • Joy Wilson • Kayla
Jeffery Gerstenkorn • Amy Gettelfinger • Shelby Mosby • Samantha Mosher • Sarah Muff • Jesse Wint • James Witty • Haley Wolf • Evorian Wright
Gilpin • Corinna Golding • Paulina Gonzalez • Musser • Victoria Najar • Dana Nall • Heather • Linda Wright • Tesla Wright • Jordan Yates •
Madison Gooch Christine Gordon •Sharaine Nally • Hannah Neeper • Riley Nelson • Sean Paige Young • Kaylee Zoglman-

Congratulations
to these College of
Health and Human
Services Students!
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TRACK AND FIELD

Throwers and sprinters shine at Indiana Relays
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU men’s and women’s track
and field teams walked away from the
multi-day Indiana Relays this weekend
in Bloomington, Ind., with two wins
and two school records, highlighted by
an impressive showing from the Topper
sprinters and a record setting weekend
for senior thrower Jessica Ramsey.
Topper
sprinters
sophomore
Ja’Karyus Redwine and senior Chris
Chamness emerged victorious in their
respective races.
Redwine took the 200-meter dash

with a time of 22:06. This finish marked
the first career individual win for Redwine at WKU.
Chamness also nabbed his first career individual win this weekend, grabbing gold in the 400-meter dash with a
time of 49:07.
With the conference championships
only two weeks away, the Topper sprinters certainly made strides toward their
goals. However, the show was stolen by
the Topper throwing team, led by senior
Jessica Ramsey.
On Friday night, Ramsey heaved the
weight 66-feet-9 ¾ inches to break the
school record she set last week at the

Vanderbilt Indoor Invitational. Ramsey’s
clip at the Indiana Relays ranks 14th in
the NCAA this season.
Ramsey didn’t stop there, beating
her own school record in the shot put
as well. Ramsey launched the shot put
53-feet-9 ¼ inches on Saturday to set
her own as well as WKU’s new record, a
mark that ranks 15th in the NCAA this
season.
“We are really coming together as a
team," Ramsey said. "We are constantly
motivating each other and giving each
other strength.”
Both of her marks in the weight throw
and the shot put earned her third-place

honors amongst the highly competitive
field.
Junior thrower Travis Gerding also
had a solid day throwing the weight, recording a season-best clip of 59-feet-11
inches to capture fifth-place accolades.
Gerding’s toss ranks fifth among Sun
Belt Conference throwers this season.
Next up for WKU is the Meyo Invitational, where the team will enter Notre
Dame’s home turf in South Bend, Ind.
“We did all the heavy lifting in the fall
months,” head coach Erik Jenkins said,
“We have to stay disciplined, healthy
and humble. We’re definitely moving in
the right direction as a program.”

BASKETBALL
Men's Sun Belt Conference Standings
Georgia State

UL-Lafayette

16-6 9-0

13-9 4-5

WKU

UL-Monroe

15-7 7-2

6-10 4-5

UALR

Texas State

12-10 7-3

6-15 2-6

Arkasas State

12-8 5-4

Troy

7-14

2-7

UT-Arlington

South Alabama

9-12 4-5

7-15 1-8

SOFTBALL

CONTINUED FROM B6

said. “I can see the improvements
that have been made on campus. But
I thought when I went to school here
that everything was nice, and they continue to upgrade it. It’s a nice, small
southern town and I enjoy it.”
Not only did she want to stay involved in the game, she said coaching
as a whole is very rewarding.
“For me, it’s seeing a kid have success," she said. "It’s so enjoyable to
see a kid who has maybe never experienced the postseason or never experienced being on a winning team
go out and accomplish something no
one else thought they could do. And
helping that kid go along in academics...and watching them graduate is
huge.”
Despite living and going to school
here for a few years, Tudor said that she
is not comfortable being back at her
alma mater, and that she is definitely
experiencing nerves in regards to her
first season.
“I will never say I’m comfortable,”
Tudor said. “I would say if you get comfortable then you need to stop coaching. There’s always a good set of nerves.”
Although she was hired in August
and has been around for a few months,
she said the transition over to the new
coaching staff for the team was a little
bumpy in the beginning. She attributed this transition to different coaching
styles, but the adjustment overall has
been positive.
“I think we’re getting adjusted very
good so far,” she said. “We’ve only been
back for a week and a half and, you
know, we’re looking to getting our sea-

T

Women's Sun Belt Conference Standings

he men and women's basketball teams
are on the road this week as they make a
swing through Arkansas. The Lady Toppers, coming off a loss to Texas State, first take
on Arkansas State who is currently in first place
in the Sun Belt Conference standings. A win
would put them in a first place tie with Arkansas State for the conference lead. On Saturday
they take on UALR before heading home to face
Troy.
The men put their five-game winning streak
on the line this weekend as they take on UALR
Friday night and Arkansas State Saturday night.
The Toppers currently sit second in the conference standings. While a win would not put them
in first place, it would put separation between
second place and the rest of the conference.

son started on a high note.”
Senior pitcher Emily Rousseau
agreed that the transition took some
getting used to at first.
“I think now it’s been really good,”
she said. “We all just had to get used
to each other in the beginning like any
normal team would have to do. Now
that we’re all in the same rhythm, it’s
going really well.”
Another senior, infielder Olivia Watkins, said that life in general was about
adjusting, and becoming familiar with
a new coach is something that many
teams have to go through constantly.
“Life is about adjusting,” Watkins
said. “Now it’s good...Any other team
has to do the same thing.”
Tudor has nine years of head coaching experience, including four years
at IPFW where she posted a .680 winning percentage. Before that, she was
the head coach at Belmont University
where she led the Bruins to 36 wins —
the fifth most in program history. She
also coached at Ohio Wesleyan University, a Division-III school, and was
a graduate assistant at North Alabama,
where she received a Master of Arts degree in counseling.
This experience of coaching at all
different levels has taught her a lot, she
said, including things not to do as a
coach.
“I’ve learned to listen, and I think
that’s the most important thing,” she
said. “I try to listen to what they’re saying and not expect them to do everything you say right at that moment.
Every year I change...not my philosophy but my drills and different ways for
them to understand.
“Another thing to go with listening
is patience," she continued. "Letting
things unfold a little bit and trusting

Arkansas State

Arkansas-Little Rock

13-8 7-2

10-10 5-5

WKU

UL-Monroe

14-6 6-3

8-13 4-5

Georgia State

UL-Lafayette

10-11 6-3

10-10 3-6

Texas State

8-11 5-3

Troy

7-13

3-6

South Alabama

UT-Arlington

7-12 5-4

2-18 1-8

Amy Tudor, Softball Coach

It’s so enjoyable to see a kid who has maybe
never experienced the postseason or never experienced being on a winning team go out and
accomplish something no one else thought they
could do. And helping that kid go along in academics...and watching them graduate is huge.”
that your players are going to do the
right things. Not always ruling with an
iron fist. I’d say I’ve become a lot nicer
in my old age.”
Although Tudor’s coaching style
overall has changed throughout the
years, Watkins said that all coaches
really expect the same thing, so the
transition to the new coach was not extreme.
“Coaches expect a lot out of their
players, so it wasn’t anything drastic or
anything,” Watkins said. “I mean, it was
all the same if you really think about it.”
Tudor is hoping to build off of the
success that the team had last year led
by Perry. Last year the Lady Toppers
went 43-18 overall and 20-3 in the Sun
Belt Conference, good numbers for the
school’s first-ever regular season conference championship.
The season ended for WKU in the
first round of the NCAA Division-I Regionals. The team was able to record
a pair of wins against USC Upstate in
the Regional Round but lost twice Alabama.
Because of that success last year,
Rousseau said the bar has been raised

for the program.
“Absolutely (the bar has been
raised),” she said. “That was one of the
things we talked about. Last year we
didn’t really have a target on our back.
We were ranked number six preseason
out of the conference and we ended up
being number one, so we kind of defied
the odds. But I think it definitely puts a
target on our backs this year.”
That experience with postseason
play that the players had last year is going to help the team this year, according to Tudor.
“That experience that the kids
that returned have, we’re going to
build on that,” Tudor said. “I think
once you’ve been there you get a
good taste in your mouth and want
to go back. With our coaching staff,
we’ve been in the postseason so
we’re kind of familiar with what it
takes. Everything kind of has to fall
in a row for it all to play out.”
Tudor and the Lady Toppers will
open the season this Friday against Liberty in Fort Myers, Fla., in the FGCU/
Four Points by Sheraton Invitational.
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HOME
IS WHERE THE COACH IS

SOFTBALL

Alum returns to lead
program she started

T

WKU's new softball coach, Amy Tudor, visits WKU's field on Monday. After graduating from
WKU, Tudor coached at Belmont University before coming back to the Hill to lead the team
she once represented. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

he WKU softball team played its first season in
2000 and last year went to its first ever NCAA
tournament. This year, however, the growing
program will be led by one of its own: Amy Tudor.
Tudor, a 2002 graduate of WKU, returns to her alma
mater to lead a team she helped start. A three-year captain of the Lady Toppers, Tudor left her head coaching
job at Indiana University-Purdue University at Fort
Wayne to come back to the Hill.
“It’s pretty special,” she said. “I think it’s a unique
opportunity and when it presented itself, I felt like this
was the place I was supposed to be. I feel very fortunate
and blessed to be able to come back home.”
Tudor became the fourth coach in program history
when Athletics Director Todd Stewart hired her in August. The job became available after former coach, Tyra
Perry, left to become the head coach at Ball State University.
Tudor said that the program is still fairly young and
that it is heading in the right direction.
“When we started off the program we were all excited and it was fun, and we ended up second in the
league that year beating (Louisiana) Lafayette,” she
said. “I think it’s always been a pretty solid program,
and last season they finally made it to the postseason,
which is a huge step in the right direction.”
Tudor said when she was a player here she never
thought she would come back and coach. In fact, she
wanted to be a lawyer and graduated from WKU with
a degree in history and social studies and a minor in
geography.
She was also involved on campus and experienced
success in the classroom. She was a member of the
Golden Key Honors Society and Kappa Delta Pi. She
was also rewarded for her academic success as a sixtime member of the Dean’s List, was named an AllAmerican Scholar and was the recipient of the Commissioner’s List Award.
Although she wanted to be a lawyer, she said coaching helped her stay involved in the game, and when
the opportunity came about to return to WKU, she
“jumped on it.”
She said the campus and city have changed since
she was here.
“You know, the stoplights are still annoying,” she

SEE SOFTBALL PAGE B4

Conference USA brings changes to Smith Stadium
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The changes have begun to fall
into place with WKU’s move to Conference USA. With the release of the
Toppers’ 2014 football schedule Monday afternoon also came the release
of new seating arrangements and
ticket prices inside Smith Stadium.
No additions are being made to
the structure of the stadium, but four
new sections are going to be divided
on the east sideline. Season tickets
will become availble for Sections
129-132 at $150 per seat with a $175
Hilltopper Athletic Foundation (HAF)
membership.
Those sections (and others in the
lower section), were previously all
open to WKU students, but Conference USA rules state that the student
section cannot be located any where
between the 30-yard lines, or behind
the visiting team’s sideline.

The student section will now cover
sections 133-135 and 125-128. Associate Athletic Director of Marketing Lindsay Boyden said the student section extends into the berm and that it remains
a first-come-first-serve section.
The Big Red Marching Band will now
be located in section 126, with flexibility
to expand into section 125 if necessary.
WKU Player Guests will now be seated
in the Topper sections 129-132.
Ticket prices slightly increased for
next season in comparison to last
year, but by replacing an FCS opponent with an FBS school and an extra
home game, Boyden said the bigger
picture shows a nearly unnoticeable
change.
“With six home games on our 2014
schedule, our season ticket package
pricing on a per-game basis will actually be lower or stay the same in all
areas except one price level, where
the increase will only be 50 cents per
game,” Boyden said.
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2014 NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

Keeping it

IN STATE

KENTUCKY RECRUITS
Ryan Duvall
Position: LB
High school: Apollo
High School,
Owensboro
Height: 6-5
Weight: 230lb

Joe Brown
Position: DB
High school: Butler
High School, Louisville
Height: 5-10
Weight: 180 lb

Nick True

Will Bush
Position: WR
High school: Ballard
High School, Louisville
Height: 5-11
Weight: 190 lb

Position: TE
High school: Highlands High School,
Fort Thomas
Height: 6-5
Weight: 255 lb
We

DeAndre Farris
Position: ATH
High school: Martha
Layne Collins High
School, Shelbyville
Height: 5-10
Weight: 180 lb

Evan Sayner
Position: DL
High school: McCracken County High School,
Paducah
Height: 6-3
Weight: 265lb

Derik Overstreet
Position: DL
High school: Paducah
Tilghman High School,
Paducah
Height: 6-2
Weight: 250 lb

Masai Whyte
Position: LB
High school: Martha
Layne Collins High
School, Shelbyville
Height: 6-0
Weight: 210 lb

Joel Iyiegbuniwe
Position: LB
High school: South
Warren High School,
Bowling Green
Height: 6-2
Weight: 210 lb

Nacarius Fant
Position: WR
High school: Bowling
Green High School,
Bowling Green
Height: 5-9
Weight: 170 lb

Kentucky is key for
Brohm's first class

INSIDE

KENTUCKY'S MR. FOOTBALL
HEADLINES 2014 CLASS
Bowling Green High School
wide receiver Nacarius Fant is
keeping his talents in the city.
Page C2
"We are happy to get these guys and we think they will be excellent players for us," WKU
football Head Coach Jeff Brohm said of the 2014 WKU football signing class during a
press conference with media outlets on Wednesday. WKU signed 15 players, 10 of which
hailed from Kentucky. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
This time last season Jeff Brohm, current
coach and former offensive coordinator
of the WKU football team, said WKU was
“going to take advantage” of the relationship the coaching staff had with the city of
Louisville and the rest of the state.
One year later, the Toppers are one step
closer to being Kentucky's team — WKU
signed 10 in-state players during National
Signing Day on Wednesday.
Brohm, a Louisville native in his first
season as WKU’s coach, is dealing with an
strange predicament in recruiting battles
within Kentucky.
It’s an unusual circumstance for Brohm to
recruit alongside former Coach Bobby Petrino at WKU one year, and then recruit against
Petrino — who accepted the same position
at Louisville in January — the next season.
But Brohm never wavered in his pitch to
the future Toppers. His message at the press

conference announcing the class Wednesday was simple: any school trying to recruit
the top high school players in Kentucky is
going to have to go toe-to-toe with WKU.
“Our goal here is to compete for the best
players in the state, and we think we have
a lot to sell here,” Brohm said Wednesday.
“We’re not going to back down from anybody and like I said before, this state has a
lot to offer. We're always going to continue
to recruit hard in the state of Kentucky.”
Floridian students have dominated past
recruiting classes under former coaches Willie Taggart and Petrino. Of the 33 high school
and junior college players WKU signed last
season, 14 were from the Sunshine State,
while just four came from Kentucky.
This year, however, Brohm said he wanted to make it a point of emphasis to recruit
from areas within a “three-hour radius” of
Bowling Green.
The result is a class that makes up for its
lack of nationally known recruits by lookSEE BROHM PAGE C2

GET FAMILIAR WITH THE
2014 RECRUITING CLASS
Meet DeAndre Farris (pictured
above) and the rest of WKU's
incoming high school recruits.
Page C4
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Iyiegbuniwe answers the call to WKU
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Before the phone rang, Joel Iyiegbuniwe had no intentions of playing high school football. He played in
middle school only to prepare himself
physically for basketball season. But
after the phone rang — several times
— the man more popularly known
as “Iggy” changed his mind. His life
would also change.
South Warren High School Athletic
Director Chris Decker coached Iyiegbuniwe at Drakes Creek Middle School
and saw the potential in his young
player. All he had to do was call Iyiegbuniwe enough times to convince him
to move so he could become a multisport athlete in high school.
“I knew what kind of athlete he was
and I knew what kind of football player
he was,” Decker said. We were starting
our program here and we needed to get
as many athletes as we could to get it
going. He was one of the first to pop in
my mind.”
Four years later, Iyiegbuniwe’s name
was leaping off of stat sheets and into
the recruiting circuit as one of Kentucky’s best linebackers. On Wednesday, he and teammate Adrian Middleton became the first players at South
Warren High School to sign on to play
Division-I football – Iyiegbuniwe with

WKU, and Middleton to Kentucky.
Iyiegbuniwe will graduate high
school ranked as the No. 12 prospect in
Kentucky according to 247Sports.com.
He was also rated the No. 150 safety
prospect in the country by Scout.com.
Iyiegbuniwe said his strongest suit is
to play linebacker, but he’s not ruling
out the possibility of playing at strong
safety for the Toppers.
“It feels good finally getting the paper work done,” Iyiegbuniwe said. “To
finally be officially welcomed into the
Western family is a great feeling.”
As a junior in 2012, Iyiegbuniwe recorded 64 tackles, three interceptions
and four touchdowns. His senior year
was cut short as South Warren, a school
only in it’s third year of existence, advanced all the way to the KHSAA 3A
quarterfinals. Iyiegbuniwe came down
with an infection in his pelvic bone
that sidelined him for a majority of the
year. In only four games, he recorded
23 tackles, one interception and six
touchdowns.
“It was a complicated deal,” Iyiegbuniwe said. “The doctors didn’t know
how it happened and I didn’t know how
it happened. As far as now, my body is
great. I’m lifting, I’m running, I’m dunking. Everything is fine.”
His mother, Abiola Iyiegbuniwe,
said her family stayed strong through
the process, calling her son “deter-

South Warren High School linebacker Joel Iyiegbuniwe talks to the media after
signing with WKU on National Signing Day on Wednesday. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
mined” and “strong-willed”. To see his
work pay off in this fashion, she said, is
something they have dreamed of.
“When the infection came in, we
stayed together as a family and prayed
to God that everything went well,” she
said. “It was a battle. Today is a very
special day because this is the first time
we’ve done something like this as a
family.”
According to his rivals.com profile,

Iyiegbuniwe also had offers from Indiana State and Purdue. Even through
the coaching changes, he said from day
one, his commitment was to a school,
not a coach.
“Me, Nacarius (Fant) and the other
guys wanted to stay,” Iyiegbuniwe said.
“We didn’t just want to run off. We had
committed to Western. I think it was
important for us to stay and show our
loyalty to the program.”

From Purple to Red: Mr. Kentucky
Football stays home with WKU
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Nacarius Fant has always either
been too small or too slow. He’s never
been good enough or quick enough to
make it to the next level. But don’t tell
that to the three-time 5A state champion and 2013 Kentucky Mr. Football
wide receiver from Bowling Green High
School. He’ll simply prove you wrong.
“I love that stuff,” Fant said about
those who doubt his talents. “They
tell me I can’t do anything, and that’s
what’s pushed me this far. I’m a person
that likes to prove people wrong. I feel
like what I’ve done previously and me
working hard for the future is hopefully
going to have people not saying stuff
like that, but it’s going to happen.”
The 5-foot-9, 170 pound receiver has
been living his entire career to prove
naysayers wrong. He holds every single-game, single-season and career receiving record at Bowling Green High
School, and is in the top-20 of his class
in eight individual categories in the
Kentucky High School Athletic Association record books.
He is one of two players coming out
of high school to WKU rated a three-star
athlete by Rivals.com, and 247Sports
calls him the seventh best player in
Kentucky. The honors and awards go
on and on with an endless number of
top-ranked colleges calling his name.
Fant made his verbal decision to attend
WKU back in June, and said the moment was a dream come true when the
ink met the paper Wednesday on National Signing Day.
“It’s a moment I’ve been waiting on
for a while, and it’s finally here,” Fant
said. “It’s only going up from here. I’ve
been blessed to have all these wonderful people here to support me throughout all my success and I look forward to
going over there. It’s a great coaching
staff. I’m looking forward to playing under them.”
Fant said his recent official visit to
WKU showed that he could see time as
a punt returner on top of playing as a
slot receiver. Coach Jeff Brohm saw him

BROHM
CONTINUED FROM C1
ing a lot like a Kentucky high school allstar roster.
“We’re really on top of talent in this
state,” Brohm said. “We were able to get
a lot of guys on our campus in the summer, and we feel like we’ve got a great
group of players from this state and
we’re happy to have every one of them.”
WKU's in-state recruits come from all
parts of the commonwealth — the Toppers signed two players from Louisville,
two from Paducah, two from Bowling
Green, two from Shelbyville, one from
Owensboro, and one from Fort Thomas.
One of those Bowling Green recruits,
South Warren High School linebacker
Joel Iyiegbuniwe, said a lot of the Kentucky recruits know each other and
have been in contact throughout the
recruiting process, which helped to
convince them all to stay with WKU after Petrino left for Louisville.
“There's a lot of guys when I went on

as a natural, all-around athlete. The
coach also noted Fant as an anchor for
the recruits that chose to stay at WKU
for the entire time.
“I’ve kept in contact with all our recruits throughout the process and he’s
been committed to us the whole time,”
Brohm said. “He’s just a great kid. The
fact that he was able to win Mr. Football
as a receiver — I think is hard to do and
he did it. I’ve been able to watch him
practice and do a lot of things and he’s
just a natural.”
Fant's size may have swayed some
critics the wrong way, but his family has
seen his gift his entire life.
“Even as a child, he didn’t look at Bowling Green High School wide receiver Nacarius Fant (center) signs with WKU
cartoons,” his grandmother, Stephanie while his father Marloshines Hines (left) and grandmother Stephanie Fant (right)
Fant, said. “He would be at my house support him on National Signing day on Wednesday. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
at two years old and say, ‘Nana, you
can take that team and I can take this
team.' I just have to recognize that God
is good because he blessed me with a
grandchild that was born with a gift.”
Fant could have gone to many other
places besides WKU. The first-team AllState selection by the Associated Press
could have gone to multiple schools in
the Big-10 and Southeastern Conference.
But staying close to home to his family
was the most important thing for Fant.
“I wanted to stay loyal to my city,”
Fant said. “I feel like de-committing
from Western is a bad thing and I’m not
a guy that does that. It was all about the
coaching staff and staying at home and
keeping the support I have.”
Fant is one of the 10 players from
Kentucky to join the 2014 WKU football
team in its first year into Conference
USA. Fant has been a vocal member
of this class through social media and
anywhere else he goes as an advocate
for making WKU the place to be on the
football field – a place he calls home.
“There’s a lot of good athletes in the
state of Kentucky that are coming to
Western Kentucky,” Fant said. “They
might not be five-star players, but
they’re players that we need. I think
Coach Brohm and the coaching staff
have done a good job of getting those
players here and I’m looking forward to
that next year.”

my official (visit) I was familiar with,”
he said. “I think it's great for Western
and great for Bowling Green and great
for the players that the recruits are familiar with one another.”
While the familiarity of the recruits
with each other helped the Toppers pull
in several recruits, Brohm's familiarity
with high school football in Kentucky
was also a big factor in WKU recruiting this year. Brohm, a former all-state
quarterback at Louisville’s Trinity High
School, spent six years (2003-08) as an
assistant coach at Louisville before returning as WKU’s offensive coordinator.
He said the Kentucky players started
to pile up thanks to the knowledge of
in-state recruiting by the Topper coaching staff.
“There really wasn’t a plan to get so
many," Brohm said. “We have a lot of
connections in this state. For a long
time I was an assistant before I got the
head job here so I was able to get into
the homes and to recruit a lot of people
in this state.”
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MID-YEAR SIGNEES
Name

Ht. Wt. Pos.

Former College

High School/Hometown

Dejon Brown

6-3

225

LB

Mt. San Jacinto CC

Beaumont HS (Beaumont, Calif.)

Ge'Monee Brown

6-2

305

DL

Pearl River CC

Petal HS (Petal, Miss.)

Forrest Coleman

6-2

175

DB

San Joaquin Delta

Lincoln HS (Stockton, Calif.)

Jared Dangerﬁeld

6-3

200

WR

Fort Scott CC

Royal Palm Beach HS

Antwane Grant

6-1

195

WR

Nassau CC

Dickinson HS (Wilmington, Del.)

Nick Holt

6-1

230

LB

City College of San Francisco

Seattle Prep (Seattle, Wash.)

Troy Jones

6-2

210

QB

Nassau CC

St. Paul's School (Baltimore, Md.)

Travis Lock

6-1

195

RB

Nassau CC

Lynbrook HS (Lynbrook, N.Y.)

Wonderful Terry

5-10

180

DB

Garden City CC

Westwood HS (Fort Pierce, Fla.)

1

2

1

1
10

(West Palm Beach, Fla.)
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New recruits are first piece of C-USA legacy
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

AULBACH
Columnist

New
coach
Jeff
Brohm made a statement at Wednesday's
press conference announcing WKU's 2014
signing class about the
recruiting process this
year, and the statement
says a lot about how far
the Topper football program has come in the

past few years.
"We even had to turn away guys,"
the coach said. "There were guys that
called and wanted to commit and we
were full. We had to explain that to
them but that’s just a testament to how

well the recruiting has went and how
easy it is of a sell of this university.”
Brohm's first recruiting class doesn't
look like the classes former coaches
Willie Taggart and Bobby Petrino
brought in. The coaches passed on
trips to Florida in favor of picking up
local players that stood out on the high
school circuit.
The class might not have a lot of
players who stand out nationally, but
three years ago the Toppers were trying to reel in recruits after winning four
games in three years. I bet a few of those
players WKU had to turn away this season would have gotten the nod if they
had graduated a few years earlier.
Bowling Green High School star
wide receiver Nacarius Fant, Kentucky's Mr. Football from this season,

committed to WKU months ago and
has been a vocal supporter of the Toppers since. WKU also received a letter of
intent Wednesday from Ensworth High
School running back D'Andre Ferby,
a Nashville native who won DivisionII Mr. Football in Tennessee this year.
Pulling top-tier local recruits like that
should be a big plus for a coaching staff
looking to make a name as a top program in the region.
"We not only got a Mr. Football from
Kentucky, but a Mr. Football from Tennessee, so that’s a huge get as well,"
Brohm said.
Consistently pulling good recruits is
going to be an important challenge for
WKU as it continues to make the transition up from the Sun Belt Conference
to Conference USA. This is the first

offseason the Toppers have been able
to tell recruits they will be playing in
C-USA and according to Rivals.com's
recruiting ranks, WKU has the No. 2
class in the conference already. That's
a good start for a team that still has the
Sun Belt logo on its field.
The bottom line, though, is that
every fan base is optimistic on
National Signing Day. Every fan
base likes to think their school has
brought in recruits capable of competing for a title, or at least winning
more games. It's how those players
perform when they actually take the
field that makes a good recruiting
class. This group of players might
look good on paper right now, but
they'll really start to create their legacy moving forward.

2014 RECRUITING CLASS
Hometown

Name

Pos.

Ht.

Wt.

Joe Brown

DB

5-10

180

Butler HS, Louisville, Ky.

Will Bush

WR

5-11

190

Ballard HS, Louisville, Ky.

Ryan Duvall

LB

6-5

230

Apollo HS, Owensboro, Ky.

Dennis Edwards

OL

6-1

310

Southwest Gwinnett HS, Snellville, Ga.

Nacarius Fant

WR

5-9

170

Bowling Green HS, Bowling Green, Ky.

DeAndre Farris
D'Andre Ferby

ATH
RB

5-10
6-1

180
240

Martha Layne Collins HS, Shelbyville, Ky.
Ensworth HS, Nashville, Tenn.

Joel Iyiegbuniwe

LB

6-2

210

South Warren HS, Bowling Green, Ky.

Julien Lewis

DL

6-3

270

Bob Jones HS, Madison, Ala.

Martavius Mims
Derik Overstreet

DB
DL

6-1
6-2

180 Muscle Shoals HS, Muscle Shoals, Ala.
250 Paducah Tilghman HS, Paducah, Ky.

Evan Sayner

DL

6-3

265

McCracken County HS, Paducah, Ky.

R.J. Scaife

OL

6-5

265

Pasco HS, Dade City, Fla.

Nick True

TE

6-5

255

Highlands HS, Fort Thomas, Ky.

Masai Whyte

LB

6-0

210

Martha Layne Collins HS, Shelbyville, Ky.

